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The Atherton Aero Club is an organization of aviation enthusiasts who promote the sport of aircraft building and flying. 

The organization is associated with Recreation Aviation Australia Inc. The Club meets at Atherton Airport  

every third Sunday of the month. Food and drinks  are available and visitors are most welcome. 

Newsletter No. 303 – July 2019 

 

 

Lake Mitchell (Lake Southedge / Quaids Dam) 

Full following the Wet Season rains 

Mareeba Sky 
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ATHERTON AERO CLUB WEATHER CAM LIVE FEED 

The Atherton Aerodrome weathercam is back in action. This time with two points of view. 

Thank you Simon, Jane, Tracey and Ian for your efforts in getting it up and running. 

Available via the following link and hopefully on OzRunways again soon: 

http://www.atherton.skycam.net.au/ 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 No report this issue as President Simon is visiting the EAA annual gath-
ering at Oshkosh. We look forward to lots of photos and a story when 
he returns home. ED. 
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President 
Simon Perkins 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
simon@spaconsulting.com.au 

Vice-President 
Dave Camp 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
admin@gorex.com.au 

Secretary 
Tracey Hayes 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
athertonaeroclub@gmail.com 

Treasurer 
Connie Graham 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
connieg@fnoc.com.au 

Atherton Aero Club  - Committee Contacts 

Web Page   http://www.athertonaeroclub.org/    

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/AthertonAeroClub?ref=hl 

EDITOR’S NOTE - by Bill Gronbeck 

Hi All,  

Welcome to edition No 303. In this issue - members photos of their flying 

activities over the last few months, posters advertising upcoming aviation 

events and news from our sister club the NQAC. 

A big thank you to Jon Collins, Kevin Priestly and those others who contributed photos 

and articles for this edition. Please contact me with your newsletter contributions on any 

of the following: (07) 4036 2868 or 0408 073 142 or by email at - billgron@bigpond.com 

Watch the AAC’s Facebook Page and the FNQ Flyers Web Page for details of calendar 

changes and other short notice events. Check out the AAC Website for the YATN weather-

cam  and older club  newsletters.  

Also, a thank you to Kevin Priestly for keeping up the flow of interesting articles on our 

FaceBook while the newsletter has been inactive. 

Looking forward to plenty of photos from Oshkosh in the next newsletter. 

mailto:simon@spaconsulting.com.au
mailto:admin@gorex.com.au
mailto:athertonaeroclub@gmail.com
mailto:connieg@fnoc.com.au
http://www.athertonaeroclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AthertonAeroClub?ref=hl
mailto:billgron@bigpond.com
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BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE 

Photos taken by Kev Priestly during his court circuit travels around Cape York.  

On Final Pormpuraaw           Turning Final Aurukun 

Final Aurukun       Aurukun Tarmac 

Lockhart River                 Final Weipa 
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MARCH EVENING FLIGHT—Jon Collins 

Another beautiful evening flight over the Tablelands.  

Such a gorgeous place to live (and fly!) 

MARCH 17TH—Tablelands with Jon and Dave 

Flight with Dave in the Glasair over the Tablelands 

 Love this place! 
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MARCH 21st—Atherton State High School 

MARCH 23rd—Adventures with Japanese home stay students 

Had fun with my Year 12s at Cairns International Airport. Great to have industry support! 

Flying, eating, canoeing around Barrine, Paronella Park, Mamu Rainforest walk and shopping! 
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APRIL—Sweers Island and Adels Grove, Jon Collins 

The start of our western Queensland ad-

venture along with Greg and Julie in their 

Vans RV8. Atherton to Sweers Island for 

lunch then flew to Adels Grove where we 

be staying for a few nights. Fantastic gulf 

country and lunch at Sweers was great. 

Oh, we love holidays!! 

Refuelling Normanton Obligatory Selfie 

Sweers Island 

Jon & Kelly 

Adels Grove 

Greg & Julie 

Adels Grove 
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Sweers Island and Adels Grove—Continued 

Gulf Country 

Adels Grove Airstrip 

Lawn Hill Gorge 

Gregs RV8 Lawn Hill Gorge 
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BUILDERS CORNER 

A Major milestone achieved with the engine being mounted on the Steen Sky-

bolt. A Lycoming IO 360 will provide 200HP for aerobatics! 

- Jon Collins 

Over Deeral looking Northwest 

From Frank Arri’s Drifter 
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Work continues on the Mareeba runway upgrade. 

 Consult Mareeba Aerodrome NOTAMS for current status. 

STAGE 2—During this stage, Runway 10/28, 755M western end not available, usable run-

way length of 900M with a landing distance for Runway 10 of 780M. Temporary taxiway 1 

on southern side of runway linking western apron areas. Runway lighting not available.  

STAGE 3—During this stage, Runway 10/28, 755M eastern end not available, usable run-

way length of 900M with a landing distance for Runway 28 of 755M. Temporary taxiway 2 

on northern side of runway linking north eastern apron areas. Runway lighting not available,  

STAGE 4 & 5—Full runway length available, taxiway and other works. 

 See MOWP YMBA/19/1 – Aerodrome Upgrade Works. 

MAREEBA RUNWAY WORKS 

Photo NQAC 
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Our next BBQ will take place on Sunday the 

18th of  August 2019  commencing 10:30 am. 

Venue: The Club’s STORAGE FACILITY, Ather-

ton Airport. Visitors welcome. See you there. 

 

The club also holds an occasional Friday Movie & Pizza Night at the 

Club’s Atherton Facility. Watch our Facebook Page for dates 

and details. 
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AIRCRAFT FOR SALE AND WANTED 

If you have, or know of, an aircraft for sale please contact me directly by telephone or email 

with full details. The AAC offers free advertising in the club newsletter as a service to local 

flyers. Direct emailing of your advert to aviators on the club mailing list is available should 

your advert be received after the publication cut-off date. Bill Gronbeck, EDITOR. 

INTERESTED IN BUILDING YOUR OWN AIRCRAFT? 

The Sport Aircraft Association of Australia (SAAA) is an organization that has mentored and 

assisted many owner builders, for both VH and Ultralight registered aircraft. 

Further information on the SAAA’s National and FNQ Chapter 34 websites:  

  http://www.saaa.com/ 

  http://www.saaafnq.com/ 

Local contacts are: 

  Laurie Wincen (Secretary) laurie19@gmail.com 

  John Martin (President)  j-martin@bigpond.net.au 

NOTICE 
 

 

 

The Atherton Aero Club is now an ASIC Issuing Agent for Aviation ID Australia. 

Those seeking the issue or renewal of an Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC) should 

apply directly to Aviation ID Australia via the following link:  

https://aviationidaustralia.net.au/application.html 

Once the ASIC card has been approved the applicant will be advised and the required “face-

to-face” identity check carried out locally by an Atherton Aero Club representative. On the 

satisfactory completion of the identity check the local agent will hand over the ASIC card to 

the applicant. 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS & EVENTS 

 

The Saturday Big Brekky and Aircraft Maintenance Workshop was well attended by club 
members. A big thank you to Jake Weston from AMA who gave the presentation. 

Big Brekky and Maintenance Workshop 

NQAC Mareeba 13th July 2019 

NQAC & Norship 70th Anniversary Air Race 

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, we will be holding our Norship Marine 

Air Race again this year. You need to be a financial member of the NQ Aero Club 

or Atherton Aero Club to enter the race. This is usually our biggest flying event of 

the year and is always hotly contested and a very enjoyable day with much ban-

ter and laughs, and a serious comp! Registration forms available at the Club. The 

route will be kept a closely guarded secret until a few days before.  

 Please refer to the Air Race Poster on the following page for 

 entry details. 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS & EVENTS 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS & EVENTS 

 

 The club now has a Piper Seminole on line for twin training. 

Contact CFI Sally Scott if you are interested. 

Combined birthday celebrations to-

day for Club member Johnny B and 

staff member Lauren H. We won’t tell 

you how many years young they are 

turning (this coming weekend) except 

to say the combined age is over 100!  
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INTERESTING AVIATION LINKS: 

https://www.avweb.com/news/features/Backcountry-Safety-Culture-232238-1.html 

 Back Country Safety Culture 

https://www.avweb.com/news/features/The-Pilots-Lounge-Service-Test-Flying-232278-

1.html 

 The Pilots Lounge—Service Test Flying 

https://www.avweb.com/news/features/Maneuvers-232339-1.html 

 Maneuvers 

https://www.flightsafetyaustralia.com/2019/03/mountain-weather-can-easily-fool-you/ 

 Mountain Weather Can Easily Fool You 

http://flash.avweb.com/news/features/The-Pilots-Lounge-232442-1.html 

 The Pilots Lounge—Pilots Are Heros. 
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Pinnarendi Station 

Stay & Café 

https://www.facebook.com/

Pinnarendi/ 

Ron Atkinson 0419 201 622 
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KARUMBA-POINT HOLIDAY & TOURIST PARK 
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Atherton Aero Club—2019 EVENTS CALENDAR 

Aug  Sunday 18th, Club Meet & BBQ, Atherton Airfield Facility 

   OTHER LOCAL & LONGER TERM EVENTS 

Aug  Saturday 3rd, Hinchinbrook Fly-In, Ingham 

Sept Fri 20th to Sun 22nd—Airventure Australia, Parkes 

Sept Fri 20th to Sun 22nd—QLD Oz-Stol Competition, Childers 

NQAC 3rd Friday 

of the month Bar 

& BBQ at the 

club’s Mareeba 

Aerodrome site. 

3:30 pm onwards 
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ATHERTON AERO CLUB CORPORATE SPONSORS 
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