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Newsletter No. 319 – April 2021 

 

The Atherton Aero Club is an organization of aviation enthusiasts who promote the sport of aircraft building and flying. 

The organization is associated with Recreation Aviation Australia Inc. The Club meets at Atherton Airport  

every third Sunday of the month. Food and drinks  are available and visitors are most welcome. 

Crossing the Burdekin River 

Southbound to Mackay 

Photo: James Lake 
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President 
Jack Cross 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
xjac@bigpond.net.au 

Vice-President 
Dave Camp 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
admin@gorex.com.au 

Secretary 
Mark Aitken 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
mjaitken54@bigpond.com 

Treasurer 
Stephen Klaproth 
PO Box 227 
ATHERTON Q 4883 
sjklaproth@gmail.com 

Atherton Aero Club  - Committee Contacts 

Web Page   http://www.athertonaeroclub.org/    

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/AthertonAeroClub?ref=hl 

Email   athertonaeroclub@gmail.com 

EDITOR’S NOTE - by Bill Gronbeck 

Hi All and welcome to edition No 319. In this issue, more March Bloom-

field fly-in photos and great shots of other northern flying activities. A big 

Thank You to the retiring committee members Simon, Connie and Tracey 

and welcome to Jack, Mark and Stephen as they join the committee. 

Hopefully we can expect more photos and stories from you, the readers, 

as the wet season winds-down. Enjoy the read. 

A thank you to Simon & Jane, Gareth, Lloyd, James, Jon, the NQAC and others who con-

tributed to this edition. Please contact me with your newsletter contributions on any of 

the following: (07) 4036 2868 or 0408 073 142 or by email at -  

williamgronbeck2@gmail.com  

Watch the AAC, NQAC, Burdekin Flyers, FNQ Flyers, Donnington 

and Innisfail Facebook Pages for details of calendar changes and 

other short notice events. Check out the AAC Website for the YATN 

weather-cam  and older AAC Newsletters.  

The next AAC Club Meeting will be a CASA sponsored, AAC Safety Presenta-

tion “Controlled Flight Into Terrain” on Sunday the 16th of May. Presented by 

Simon Perkins and starting around 10:30am. A BBQ Lunch will follow. To assist 

with catering arrangements please advise if you will be attending. 

Venue the AAC Atherton Aerodrome storage facility. 

Visitors are most welcome. 

mailto:xjac@bigpond.net.au
mailto:admin@gorex.com.au
mailto:mjaitken54@bigpond.com
mailto:sjklaproth@gmail.com
http://www.athertonaeroclub.org/
https://www.facebook.com/AthertonAeroClub?ref=hl
mailto:athertonaeroclub@gmail.com
mailto:williamgronbeck2@gmail.com
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Welcome New Atherton Aero Club Committee  -  18th April 2021 

I have been involved with this club over the last 4-5 years and watched it develop through 

the stewardship of the last few executive committees.  

Much has been achieved by a small band of dedicated aviators. Today at the AGM, a new 

committee was elected, with as much talent and commitment as the retiring committee.  

Congratulations to the following:  

 President           Jack Cross 

 Vice President   Dave Camp 

 Secretary           Mark Aitken 

 Treasurer           Stephen Klaproth 

On the election of a new committee, it is always a positive start to hear so many people 

afterwards congratulate and offer the new committee their support.  

Power on Atherton Aero Club,  

Kevin Priestly. 

HANGAR SPACE AVAILABLE 

ATHERTON AERODROME 

    Contact Jon Collins for details             0438 634 411 
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Out And About  -  More Photos from the March Bloomfield Fly-In 1 

Black Cockatoo Gallery 

Pat’s Pad 

PHOTOS: Simon & Jane 
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More Photos from the March Bloomfield Fly-In 2 
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Out And About In The Far North  -  Start of the Gulf Prawn Season 

The 2021 Banana Prawn season is underway as of 1 April. Half a dozen aircraft based at 

Karumba. Photos taken between 2-5th April 2021 by Gareth Henry and others. 
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Out And About In The Far North  -  Innisfail to Mt Mulligan and back 

Took my Dad for a run YIFL to Dimbulah then to the north around the bluff and back to 

Innisfail. Lloyd 6/04/21. 
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Out And About In The Far North  -  Helicopter Flight to Mackay 1 

Here are some pics from todays trip south (11th April), not much exploring other than what I 

came across on the way but still a nice trip.  And thanks Kevin for holding my SAR! 

Kevin. Technology can be amazing, particularly now it's readily accessible to private pilots 

(and hikers etc).  I am home instead of flying (sad), but while working  on the computer, I can 

monitor James and delivery of his Bell 47 to Mackay for its 100 hourly. In addition to the usu-

al safety measures (carrying of EPIRBs and flight planning), the fact that family and friends 

can monitor in real time is an extra safety measure. James activated the track function on his 

Garmin device and sent me a link and log in to the Garmin site on the web where I periodical-

ly check on his progress. In the old days, you would wait for a phone call at each fuel stop 

with little clue of progress in between. Although there is a subscription cost to my Garmin 

InReach, in my view, the safety features are well worth the extra expense. EPIRBS generally 

don't report progress and don't allow messaging. More options with both. I have included a 

map showing James progress. The scale can be changed. Similar monitoring features are 

available through Ozrunways, and probably other similar navigation apps (with which I am 

not familiar). Others experience? 

James. I kind of figure you can’t have too much visibility. I carry PLB (as per regs), Garmin 

InReach, Skyecho 2 (low power ADS-B out) as well as OzRunways. I figure if things go bad I’ve 

got a few options I think the Garmin is a great tool, not that expensive, awesome battery life 

and can be used for a variety of trips when mobile coverage is patchy or non existent. 

James’ photos next pages >>>> 
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Helicopter Flight to Mackay 2 

Copperload Reservoir Approaching Deeral 

Russell Heads Hinchinbrook Channel ahead 

Hinchinbrook Island on left, Cardwell on right 
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Helicopter Flight to Mackay 3 

James at the controls, Picturesque scenery along 

the route south, Burdekin River Bridge, Waterfall 

at Mount Inkerman south of Home Hill. 



April 2021                                                              11                                                                                                  No 319 

 

Out And About In The Far North  -  More Fun At Pinnarendi 1 

The big smiles say it all. Another great day at Pinnarendi Station 

The breakfast crew at Pinnarendi Station. Saturday 17 April. 
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More Fun At Pinnarendi 2 

You guys managed to crack it for the last good day before the northern skies 

opened up and drenched us all. Well planned or? 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS & EVENTS 
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NORTH QUEENSLAND NEWS & EVENTS 
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Out And About In The Far North 

 

 

HOT AIR BALLOON CAIRNS 

Keeping it LOCAL. Come and say g’day to our local team. You may also meet some of the oth-

er Mareeba locals while you’re at it. We are departing on selected days through the week so 

please call us or check the website for departure dates! We have smaller group departures in 

regulation with Covid19 safety... However, if you have a special occasion, i.e: A date for 

two ...and wish to fly privately, we can work with you to arrange a date that suits you to fly 

with just your party and the pilot. 

 #holidayherethisyear #exploreathertontablelands #visitcairns #covidsafetymeasures  

#tourismtropicalnorthqueensland 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/holidayherethisyear?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDCXEquqqq0IST00s9D3ZrToIr7aIu5458lo2YdL54P481XHf6l5-A3FlUE3CBkLNcYi5bF_6qcX6m2CBHy_RiLADPjWO8WIQ6QKanrT6FXAwAd4X0NwmPb3ehcsIhjL-ClAEFCj1S_MsYuB56h1roQcQnrFGYmqalapo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/exploreathertontablelands?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDCXEquqqq0IST00s9D3ZrToIr7aIu5458lo2YdL54P481XHf6l5-A3FlUE3CBkLNcYi5bF_6qcX6m2CBHy_RiLADPjWO8WIQ6QKanrT6FXAwAd4X0NwmPb3ehcsIhjL-ClAEFCj1S_MsYuB56h1roQcQnrFGYm
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/visitcairns?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDCXEquqqq0IST00s9D3ZrToIr7aIu5458lo2YdL54P481XHf6l5-A3FlUE3CBkLNcYi5bF_6qcX6m2CBHy_RiLADPjWO8WIQ6QKanrT6FXAwAd4X0NwmPb3ehcsIhjL-ClAEFCj1S_MsYuB56h1roQcQnrFGYmqalapoGXFhGEPw
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/covidsafetymeasures?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDCXEquqqq0IST00s9D3ZrToIr7aIu5458lo2YdL54P481XHf6l5-A3FlUE3CBkLNcYi5bF_6qcX6m2CBHy_RiLADPjWO8WIQ6QKanrT6FXAwAd4X0NwmPb3ehcsIhjL-ClAEFCj1S_MsYuB56h1roQcQnrFGYmqalapo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/tourismtropicalnorthqueensland?__eep__=6&epa=HASHTAG&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDCXEquqqq0IST00s9D3ZrToIr7aIu5458lo2YdL54P481XHf6l5-A3FlUE3CBkLNcYi5bF_6qcX6m2CBHy_RiLADPjWO8WIQ6QKanrT6FXAwAd4X0NwmPb3ehcsIhjL-ClAEFCj1S_MsYuB56h1roQcQn
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For an enquiries please get in touch with: 

President Brendan Kent    0422 379 984 

Treasurer Scott Brady       0438 751 767 
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Pinnarendi Station Stay & Café 

https://www.facebook.com/Pinnarendi/ 

Ron Atkinson 0419 201 622 

Mareeba Mix Photo: NQAC 
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AAC EVENTS CALENDAR 

EVENTS MAY BE SUBJECT TO SHORT NOTICE CANCELLATION 

OR POSTPONEMENT DUE COVID19 RESTRICTIONS 

Check Your Club Website or Facebook Page For changes 

Atherton Aero Club—2021 EVENTS 

May Sun 16th CASA sponsored, AAC Safety Presentation. Simon  

   Perkins. Controlled Flight Into Terrain. 1030 Atherton 

June Sun 20th Final CASA sponsored, AAC Safety Presentation. An Open  

   Discussion - Events that we have learned from. 1030 Atherton 

  ** All the above events are followed by a BBQ  Lunch. 

  

    OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST 

May Sun 23rd NQAC Pinnarendi Lunch 

June Sat 12th & Sun 13th NQAC Cooktown Fly-In (lunch or overnight (Spot  
   Landing Comp) (Weather backup will be Atherton)  

July  Fri 9th to Sun 11th NQAC Trip to the Tip! Pundsand Bay QLD  

Aug  Sat 14th & Sun 15th NQAC Overnight get-away Karumba QLD  
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Burdekin Flyers (YAYR) 

Donnington Airpark (YDOP) 

Atherton Aero Club (YATN) 

Northern Flyers 



April 2021                                                              20                                                                                                  No 319 

 

(CHECK ERSA & NOTAMS FOR CHANGES) 
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AIRCRAFT FOR SALE AND WANTED 

If you have, or know of, an aircraft for sale please contact me directly by telephone or email 

with full details. The AAC offers free advertising in the club newsletter as a service to local 

flyers. Direct emailing of your advert to aviators on the club mailing list is available should 

your advert be received after the publication cut-off date. Bill Gronbeck, EDITOR. 

INTERESTED IN BUILDING YOUR OWN AIRCRAFT? 

The Sport Aircraft Association of Australia (SAAA) is an organization that has mentored and 

assisted many owner builders, for both VH and Ultralight registered aircraft. 

Further information on the SAAA’s National and FNQ Chapter 34 websites:  

  http://www.saaa.com/ 

  http://www.saaafnq.com/ 

Local contact is: 

  Laurie Wincen (Secretary) laurie19@gmail.com 

NOTICE 
 

 

 

The Atherton Aero Club is now an ASIC Issuing Agent for Aviation ID Australia. 

Those seeking the issue or renewal of an Aviation Security Identification Card (ASIC) should 

apply directly to Aviation ID Australia via the following link:  

https://aviationidaustralia.net.au/application.html 

Once the ASIC card has been approved the applicant will be advised and the required “face-

to-face” identity check carried out locally by an Atherton Aero Club representative. On the 

satisfactory completion of the identity check the local agent will hand over the ASIC card to 

the applicant. 
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ATHERTON AERO CLUB CORPORATE SPONSORS 
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